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SUBJECT: RHODESIA: APPROACH TO OAU GOVERNMENTS 

REF: STATE 141940 

1 . EMBASSY IS AWARE THAT DEPARTMENT AND UK EMBASSY AGREED 
ON TEXT EOR TALKING POINTS TO BE USED BY AMERICAN AND 
BRITISH REPRESENTATIVES IN OAU CAPITALS TO EXPLAIN STA- 
TUS OP RHODESIAN NEGOTIATING EFPORT. (REFTEL) 

2. IN SUGGESTING APPROACHES, BRITISH CLEARLY HAD IN MIND 
INPORMING OAU STATES OP OUR ACTIVITIES IN ORDER TO HELP 
PORESTALL ANY ACTION AT OAU POREIGN MINISTERS OR CHIEF 
OF STATES MEETINGS WHICH WOULD COMPLICATE OUR REPORTS, 

SUCH AS REJECTING NEGOTIATIONS AS A PATH TO PEACE OR 
ACCORDING EXCLUSIVE POLITICAL RECOGNITION TO THE 
PATRIOTIC PRONT. 

CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 151825 


3. BRITISH SUBSEQUENTLY REQUESTED PRENCH, GERMAN, ITALIAN 
SUPPORT FOR DEMARCHES IN CAPITALS WHERE THEY HAVE SOME 
INPLUENCE. 

4. VIA INQUIRY TO DEPT WE HAVELEARNED THAT FCO HAS ASKED 
AUSTRALIA, CANADA AND NEW ZEALAND EOR SIMILAR SUPPORT, 
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WHICH, FROM OUR POINT OF VIEW, IS BOTH SENSIBLE AND HELPFUL. 

5. WE ARE CONCERNED, HOWEVER, BECAUSE IT APPEARS THAT 

AT LEAST ONE OE THE THREE COMMONWEALTH COUNTRIES CONTACTED 
HAS MISINTERPRETED THE BRIEFING IT RECEIVED FROM FCO 
(LAVER) AS A REQUEST NOT ONLY TO MAKE THE POINTS AGREED TO 
IN REFTEL, BUT ALSO, TO MAKE SPECIFIC SUGGESTION TO 
AFRICAN STATES THAT THEY NOT, REPEAT NOT, ACCORD EXCLUSIVE 
RECOGNITION TO THE PE. WE BELIEVE THAT EFEORTS BY THE US- 
UK OR ITS CLOSE FRIENDS ALONG THIS LINE MIGHT BE MISINTER- 
PRETED AS DIRECT ATTACK ON PF OR MASKED SUPPORT EOR THE 
INTERNAL SETTLEMENT. ACCORDINGLY, WHEN QUESTIONED 
HERE BY COMMONWEALTH EMBASSY ON T IS MATTER WE 
STATED THAT WHILE APPROACHES TO OAU STATES ALONG THE LINES 
OF TALKING POINTS WOULD BE APPRECIATED, NO ATTEMPT SHOULD 
BE MADE TO SUGGEST SPECIFIC ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN OR AVOIDED. 

6. WE SUGGEST THAT IN LOW KEY MANNER EMBASSY DISCUSS THIS 
ISSUE WITH FCO, SUGGESTING THAT IT MIGHT BE HELPFUL TO 
CLARIFY ITS REQUEST TO AUSTRALIANS, CANADIANS, AND NEW 
ZEALANDERS, AND OTHERS AS WELL, TO ENSURE THEY DO NOT 

'HAVE ANY MISUNDERSTANDING REGARDING SUBSTANCE OE APPROACH 
TO THE AFRICANS. 
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TAGS: RH, UK, POEV 

SUBJECT: RHODESIA: APPROACH TO OAU GOVERNMENTS 

REF: STATE 141940 

1 . EMBASSY IS AWARE THAT DEPARTMENT AND UK EMBASSY AGREED 
ON TEXT EOR TALKING POINTS TO BE USED BY AMERICAN AND 
BRITISH REPRESENTATIVES IN OAU CAPITALS TO EXPLAIN STA- 
TUS OF RHODESIAN NEGOTIATING EFFORT. (REFTEL) 

2. IN SUGGESTING APPROACHES, BRITISH CLEARLY HAD IN MIND 
INFORMING OAU STATES OE OUR ACTIVITIES IN ORDER TO HELP 
EORESTALL ANY ACTION AT OAU FOREIGN MINISTERS OR CHIEF 
OF STATES MEETINGS WHICH WOULD COMPLICATE OUR EFFORTS, 

SUCH AS REJECTING NEGOTIATIONS AS A PATH TO PEACE OR 
ACCORDING EXCLUSIVE POLITICAL RECOGNITION TO THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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PATRIOTIC FRONT. 

3. BRITISH SUBSEQUENTLY REQUESTED ERENCH, GERMAN, ITALIAN 
SUPPORT FOR DEMARCHES IN CAPITALS WHERE THEY HAVE SOME 
INFLUENCE. 

4. VIA INQUIRY TO DEPT WE H A VEI .EARNED THAT FCO HAS ASKED 
AUSTRALIA, CANADA AND NEW ZEALAND EOR SIMILAR SUPPORT, 

WHICH, FROM OUR POINT OF VIEW, IS BOTH SENSIBLE AND HELPEUL. 

5. WE ARE CONCERNED, HOWEVER, BECAUSE IT APPEARS THAT 

AT LEAST ONE OF THE THREE COMMONWEALTH COUNTRIES CONTACTED 
HAS MISINTERPRETED THE BRIEFING IT RECEIVED EROM FCO 
(LAVER) AS A REQUEST NOT ONLY TO MAKE THE POINTS AGREED TO 
IN REFTEL, BUT ALSO, TO MAKE SPECIFIC SUGGESTION TO 
AFRICAN STATES THAT THEY NOT, REPEAT NOT, ACCORD EXCLUSIVE 
RECOGNITION TO THE PF. WE BELIEVE THAT EEFORTS BY THE US- 
UK OR ITS CLOSE FRIENDS ALONG THIS LINE MIGHT BE MISINTER- 
PRETED AS DIRECT ATTACK ON PF OR MASKED SUPPORT FOR THE 
INTERNAL SETTLEMENT. ACCORDINGLY, WHEN QUESTIONED 
HERE BY COMMONWEALTH EMBASSY ON T IS MATTER WE 
STATED THAT WHILE APPROACHES TO OAU STATES ALONG THE LINES 
OF TALKING POINTS WOULD BE APPRECIATED, NO ATTEMPT SHOULD 
BE MADE TO SUGGEST SPECIFIC ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN OR AVOIDED. 

6. WE SUGGEST THAT IN LOW KEY MANNER EMBASSY DISCUSS THIS 
ISSUE WITH FCO, SUGGESTING THAT IT MIGHT BE HELPFUL TO 
CLARIFY ITS REQUEST TO AUSTRALIANS, CANADIANS, AND NEW 
ZEALANDERS, AND OTHERS AS WELL, TO ENSURE THEY DO NOT 

'HAVE ANY MISUNDERSTANDING REGARDING SUBSTANCE OF APPROACH 
TO THE AFRICANS. 
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